
State of the Market
Iron ore market conditions have softened, but beyond the

short-term volatility and the possibility of another recession

in the next 12-18 months, there is an underlying tightness

that will remain for several years. Another economic down-

turn may even have a longer-lasting effect on supply than

on demand.
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Despite the “Great Recession”, seaborne trade exploded to over
900Mtpa in 2009 and is set to double over our forecast period

“
”

In the Pipeline
The scramble to develop projects has shown no signs of

abating. Even in the face of uncertainty over a proposed

new tax in Australia, companies are pressing ahead with

project development work.

We describe recent activities and developments relating to some

22 projects in 12 countries around the world.
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Feature
Iron Ore Seaborne Trade
Seaborne trade drives the iron ore market, accounting for

around 95% of international iron ore business by volume.

China’s demand for iron ore has driven its share of world

imports from 14% in 2000 to around 60% this year. Our

analysis explores the historical and forecast growth of

seaborne trade and evolving trends in iron ore shipping.

COMMENTARIES

MINE & PROJECT PROFILES

More t han 120 mines i n

20 count r i e s

  H is to r y and owner sh i p

  Geo logy & ore de ta i l s

INTERACTIVE COST MODEL

Ana ly se co s t s by :

  produc t , m ine ,

company , coun t ry

  proc es s o r inpu t

Exp lo re sen s i t i v i t y to exchange r a t e s , fu e l

p r i c e s , and f r e i gh t ra t e s .

Add new mines to f i n d ou t whe re they

wou ld rank on the co s t cu rve

The Metalytics Briefing Service is designed for
 Iron ore producers, traders, and consumers who want

succinct targeted data and forecasts
 Equities research and investment analysts
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